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REMARKS 

Claims 10 to 15, 19, 20 to 24, 37 to 41 to 46, 50, 51 and 53 to 55 have been 
canceled without prejudice above. It is noted that claims 20 to 24, 41 to 46, 48, 
and 53 to 55 were withdrawn from consideration as being drawn to a nonelected 
species. 

Claims 16 to 18, 25 to 33 and 52 will be pending after entry of the above 
amendments. 

Claims 16, 26, 27, 28, and 52 have been amended above. The amendments 
to the claims add no new matter. Support for the amendments may be found 
generally throughout the speoification. 

For the convenience of the Examiner, Applicants' remarks herein are set 
forth under appropriate subheadings. 

Objections to the claims 

Claims 26 to 28 were objected to because of the language **the step of 
disposing". This language has been amended to read 'the step of providing''. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that this objection of claims be 
withdrawn. 

Claim rejections under 35 U^S^C^ 6 102 

The Examiner rejected claims 10, 11, 14, 15, 19, 37» 38, 47, 50, and 51 
under 35 U.S-C. § 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No, 5,815,100 (Igaki). 

Claims 10, 1 1, 14, 15, 19, 37, 38, 47, 50, and 51 have been canceled 
without prejudice above. 

Accordingly, this rejection of the claims is rendered moot 
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Claim reiections under 35 U.S-C- $ 103 

The Examiner rejected claims 12, 13, 39 and 40 under 35 U,S,C, § 103(a) 

as unpatentable in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,815,100 (Igaki). 

Claims 12, 13, 39 and 40 have been canceled without prejudice above. 
Accordingly, this rejection of the claims is rendered moot 

Allowable subject matter 

Claims 25 to 33 were allowed. Claims 16 and 52 were objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim and allowable if rewritten in independent 
form to include the limitations of the base claim and intervening claims. Claims 
17 and 18 depend from claim 16. 

Claim 1 6 has been amended above to include the subject matter of claim 1 0» 
Claims 26, 27, and 28 have been amended to recite *the step of providing". Claim 
52 has been amended to include the limitations of claims 47 and 10, from which 
claim 52 depends* 

Accordingly, claims 16 to 1 8 and 52 should also now be allowable. 

In view of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections of the claims. 
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If any additional fees are due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
please charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 16-23 12. If a fee is required for 
an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above, such an 
extension is requested and the fee should also be charged to our deposit account. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Date: / O / ^/^<P^ 
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(29,989) 
O'Connell, Esq, (33,984) 
Miriam G. Simmons (34,727) 
Popovich, Wiles & O'Connell, PA, 
650 3'^ Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapohs, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612)334-8989 
Representatives of Applicants 
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